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    Lake Biwa Museum develops a better attitude toward the Lake Biwa, which is the 
largest lake in Japan and one of the ancient lakes in the world, in the new era, and 
reexamine the focus of our culture with local people under the theme of “Lakes and 
People”. The Exhibition Room “Nature Connecting with Our Lifestyles” renewed in 
2016 explores the relationship between the nature of the Lake Biwa watershed and 
people (https://www.biwahaku.jp/english/exhibits/room_c.html). 
   The Room C consists of seven zones and aims for visitors to feel the connection 
between their lives and Lake Biwa or surrounding environments from familiar 
landscapes (Kameda & Satoguchi 2018). Starting from Lake Biwa, visitors move 
outwards through the reed beds to the rice paddies, rivers and forests, and then 
experience the daily life of a rural family in 1964. You can also see the Lake Biwa 
regional plant and wildlife collection and the results of the researches of Museum’s 
scientists and the studies of local community groups 
(https://www.biwahaku.jp/english/exhibits/lbm_brief_guide.pdf). 
 
Fig. 1. Exhibition of the Forest 
     of the Great Cormorant 
   In the Zone 4 “From Rivers to Forests”, there is the exhibition of the forest of the 
Great Cormorant (Fig. 1). This native bird lives near the human habitations in Japan, 
and there are conflicts with people because they damage valuable forests and eat 
sweetfish, an important resource for the local fishery. Because some creatures, such as 
great cormorants and deer, have become too numerous, countermeasures to reduce the 
impact of the creatures have been taken recently. Most people think that only recently 
they have increased so much and damaged forests and freshwater fisheries, but our 
researches showed that scaring away and culling had been carried out to prevent 
deforestation in Lake Biwa more than 100 years ago (Fujii et al. 2018). Therefore, the 
similar relationships between the cormorants and people exist in Lake Biwa in both past 
and present time. On the other hand, in Unoyama in Aichi Prefecture, where the 
cormorant’s droppings had been used as fertilizer, local residents still has familiarity 
with the cormorants. Thus, we attempted to display and produce for the understanding 
that the historical and cultural relationships between native wildlife and people are 
related to the current wildlife management. 
    First of all, in order to understand the biological characteristics of the cormorants 
such as eating fish and building a nest in groups in the forest, we introduced the 
hands-on method such as experiencing the weight of the cormorants and fish to eat, and 
smelling the fish smell of the cormorant forest together with the diorama of the nesting 
ground of a flock of great cormorants. These exhibits were also set up to play the role of 
“eye catch” (Fig. 2). Then, we created an exhibition that shows historical and cultural 
aspects of the relationship between the cormorants and people with an ancient document 
in Lake Biwa and a miniature model of Unoyama. Interestingly, the relationships 
between the cormorants and people are also common in the world and we also introduce 
Fig. 2. Stuffed model of the cormorant to 
     experience the weight 
the guano collection on the coast of Peru. This function is based on the ecosystem 
services of the cormorants, both provisioning and supporting services, and this is 
expressed by exhibiting the cormorants in both dioramas of river and forest. Finally, in 
order to think about how to coexist with the cormorants towards the future, the 
cormorant chronology can be seen in the touch panel so that we can access more 
detailed information. 
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